
St Thomas of Canterbury CEVA Infant School 

Pupil Premium  Review of Expenditure 2018-2019 

1. Review of expenditure  
Previous Academic Year 2018-2019 

Funding: £27,720 
Desired outcome Chosen 

action/approach 
Estimated impact: Did you meet the success criteria? Include impact on 
pupils not eligible for PP, if appropriate. 

Lessons learned  
(and whether you will continue 
with this approach) 

To improve the overall 
concentration and 
focus of children who 
are eligible for PP 
funding in both EYFS 
and KS1 

• Identify key areas 
of interest to 
increase interest 
and participation. 

• Timed tasks and 
activities - intervals 
within lessons 

• Short focussed 
tasks and activities 

• Include suitable 
brain breaks when 
appropriate and 
required 

• Create a daily 
mindfulness routine 
to help focus 

• Independent tasks 
following a targeted 
task. 

The children have benefitted from short, focussed tasks and are showing more 
independence and resilience within these activities. The use of timers and visual 
aids has supported the concentration of children with concentration and focus 
concerns. LSAs and teachers have noted that children are focussing for longer 
periods and are showing more confidence within the set tasks. This has had a 
positive impact on self-esteem and completion of work when working in small 
focussed groups. 
Children have made progress within their own abilities but many have not made 
overall age related expectation. 

This is ongoing as it still remains an 
area that is affecting many children 
within this group and progress for 
these children has been slow. 



Assessment and 
observations show an 
increase in the 
retention of facts and 
recall of information for 
children eligible for PP 
funding through 
increased listening and 
memory skills 

• Memory and 
listening games 
as class 
activities, 
retelling stories, 
nursery rhymes, 
followed up in 
small group work  

• Daily phonics 
and spelling  

• Maths facts in 
lessons  

• Maths challenge 
activities as 
homework  

 

There have been observable improvements in the retention of facts, especially in 
Numeracy where the children’s mental and oral skills have developed in speed 
in confidence during class mental and oral sessions. The Year 2 children in 
particular enjoyed maths fact challenges and homework activities and took part 
in these with little or no prompting. 
 
Children have benefitted from the use of rhymes, games and small group work 
to support the recall of key words, facts and information. 
 
Whilst the children’s memory and retention have improved, they have not always 
been able to apply these to wider problems and applications and this is an area 
for further development. 

Early intervention and tracking will 
continue and children identified as 
needing additional support within this 
area will receive this individually or 
within small groups. 
 
Children will have individual support 
plans for PP support and these will 
be reviewed half termly. 
 
As many children are also on the 
SEN register, clear links will be made 
with SEN provision and additional PP 
interventions and supported tasks. 
 

Improved literacy skills 
for children with them 
confidently planning 
and writing in coherent 
sentences. 

• PP Lead to attend 
training for writing 
and spelling 

• PP Lead to hold 
CPD for all 
teaching staff 
around writing 

• Use the plan, say, 
write, check 
method for 
planning and 
writing 

• Daily targeted 
sentence work for 
children requiring 
support with 
writing coherent 
sentences (1:1) 
and in small 
groups 

• Read back own 
work to check for 
sense and 
coherence. 

Children have worked hard to meet their individual targets with overall 
confidence in writing improved.  Children within this group have been able to 
verbalise their target areas and know the steps for success when planning and 
writing in coherent sentences: plan, say, write, check method, reading back for 
sense. 
All Pupil Premium children have made progress within their own academic 
ability, although the gap between PP children and non PP children is wide for 
this cohort.  It should be noted that a large proportion of the children eligible for 
PP are also on the SEN register. 
 
The children have shown greater confidence when planning and writing simple, 
clear and coherent sentences. 
 
Interventions for these children have remained evidence/assessment based and 
are regularly monitored by staff and updated. 
 
End of KS1 Data 
22% achieved at least expected within Writing at the end of KS1 (69.7% of the 
year group made at least expected) 
 
Phonics Check 
Xx% of children eligible for Pupil Premium Funding passed the phonic check 
(80% of the year group) 
 
 
A large number of these children were also included on the SEN register or being 
tracked at Class Action. 

Early intervention and tracking will 
continue and children identified as 
needing additional support will 
receive this in small groups and 1:1 
with an LSA or teacher. 
 
Children will have individual support 
plans for PP support and these will 
be reviewed half termly. 
 
Links will be made with SEN support 
to ensure consistency of support and 
tracking. 
 



Improve the 
attendance rates for 
children eligible for PP 
funding. 

• Close monitoring of 
attendance and 
absence 

• Quick response 
and follow up for 
absentees 

• Letters sent home 
for low attendance 

• Support in place 
• Links made with 

Social Care and 
other agencies 
linked to the family 

82% of children eligible for Pupil Premium funding achieved an attendance of 
90%+ with 45% achieving 96%+ 
 
Attendance has been tracked half termly and letters have been sent to all 
children where there is cause for concern.  
 
School attendance for this academic year: 96.37% 
Average attendance for children eligible for Pupil Premium Funding: 94% 
 
It should be noted that for this group of children, there have been some 
significant illnesses, bereavements and ongoing medical appointments. 

We will continue to track and monitor 
this regularly. 
 
Where appropriate, other agencies 
will be involved. 
 
Letters will be sent when attendance 
is causing concern. 
 
We will continue with quick response 
to follow up on all absences. 

Improved parental 
involvement for 
children eligible for PP 
funding improves with 
the parents feeling 
more confident to 
support their child’s 
learning at home 

• Meetings and 
conversations 
with CT, PP lead, 
SENCO  

• Modelling support 
that can be 
employed at 
home 

• Actively 
encouraging 
parents of PP 
children to attend 
workshops, 
curriculum and 
Year Group 
Meetings 

There is evidence of some parents becoming more engaged and staff have 
made a particular priority to talk with parents as appropriate and to attempt to 
remove/reduce any barriers that parents may feel about approaching school.  
 
Some parents have, this year, expressed their own anxieties and fears around 
schooling. Several parents have met individually with class teachers to talk 
through ways to support learning at home for particular areas of the curriculum 
and for some this has included regular feedback meetings and school contact. 
This has been beneficial and well received. 
 
Parents are aware of the aims of home learning and there has been a slight 
increase in homework activities being brought into school by children who are 
eligible for PP funding. 
 

We will continue to develop 
relationships with parents further and 
actively invite them in for meetings 
where appropriate along with 
personalised invitations for Year 
Group and curriculum meetings 
across the school year. 
 
We will further develop workshops for 
parents, liaising with the appropriate 
subject leads.  
 
 

 COST: £27,760 

 


